Philosophy 244									        Fall 2008
C. S. Lewis & the Inklings
Course Syllabus

Instructor:  	Professor Randy Jensen	E-mail:  	rjensen@nwciowa.edu
Office:   	VPH-211C			Web:  		http://home.nwciowa.edu/rjensen
Phone:   	712-707-7069

Office hours:	MWF 10:40-11:40 or by appointment.  But please drop by any time to talk about whatever you want!  You should also feel free to e-mail me if you have a question about an assignment or a thought about something that happened in class.  I’d love to get to know you as more than a face in the room, but it’s up to you whether that happens or whether you remain relatively anonymous.

Course description:  This course will focus on the life and works of the great Christian writer  C. S. Lewis.  No Christian writer of the 20th century was more influential than Lewis; even four decades after his death many of his books remain in print and sell millions of copies each year.  He is perhaps something of a patron saint for the evangelical Christian community.  His life, especially his adult conversion to Christianity and his late and tragically brief marriage to Joy Davidman, has been the subject of a surprising number of biographies (or, in some cases, perhaps hagiographies?).  Professionally, he was a distinguished scholar of medieval literature at Oxford.  But most of us know him from other contexts.  His career as an apologist and spokesperson for an authentic Christian faith continues long after the end of his radio broadcasts in Britain during World War II.  And his fiction, especially the seven volumes of the Chronicles of Narnia, remains enormously popular, with Hollywood releasing recent film versions of The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe and Prince Caspian.

Lewis was also the center of group of writers commonly known as “the Inklings.”  (When used carefully, this label refers to the actual group of folks who met with Lewis in Oxford to share their work with one another, but it is sometimes confusedly used to refer to the larger group of influential writers with whom Lewis shares certain affinities, viz. the Oxford Christians.)  Thus, we’ll also spend some time exploring the writings of this group, paying special attention to J. R. R. Tolkien and Charles Williams, the other two Inklings who have received the most attention.  Lewis’s interests are wide-ranging, and we’ll be interested in anything and everything Lewis and company have to say, but understandably we’ll pay special attention to their views and arguments on certain traditional philosophical topics.

Required texts:  There are quite a few books on our list, and they’re wonderful books, ones you really ought to keep to read again in the future.  Books by Lewis himself:  (1) The Complete Chronicles of Narnia, (2) The Great Divorce, (3) The Screwtape Letters, (4) The Problem of Pain, (5) Till We Have Faces: A Myth Retold, (6) A Grief Observed, and (7) The Four Loves.  Add to that already impressive list (8) Descent Into Hell by Charles Williams.  You’ll also need to have available a copy of J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings.  I’ve ordered this in a single volume as an optional text if you should wish to purchase it.  I’ll post additional readings on Synapse.  As I see it, the readings are the lifeblood of this class.  I hope you’re intrigued by what I have to say, and I hope we manage to have scintillating conversations with one another each day we gather together, but I honestly hope you get more out of your own encounter with the writings of the Inklings than from anything that happens in class.

We’ll begin the semester’s reading with The Chronicles of Narnia.  We’ll read The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and The Last Battle all together.  In between those two books we’ll cover the remaining five books by having a group of three or four of us read (or re-read) each one.  We’ll also read some other stuff related to Narnia, including some essays that discuss the philosophical implications of these books.

Graded work:  There will be no quizzes or exams.  But imagine what that would have been like!  
1.  Fill in the blank:  		  is the name of the gnome we meet in Chapter 14 of The Silver Chair.  
2.  True or False:  Glundandra is another name for the planet Saturn in Lewis’s Space Trilogy.  
And so on… (Answers are posted on p. 7 of this syllabus.)  Alas, as Aslan says, nobody is told what would have happened.  We are only told what will happen, so here it is:  there will be a variety of opportunities for you to write—and obviously these are appropriate exercises in a class focusing on a group of writers!  The following assignments are all designed to encourage your own exploration of the thought and writings of C. S. Lewis and the other Inklings and to facilitate your own growth as a writer as well as the development of this class as a genuine community of writers and explorers of ideas.

Our grading scheme in a snapshot:
Participation				15 %
Blog Reflections (8)			20 % (2.5 % each)
Philosophy and Fantasy paper	20 %
Philosophical Theology paper		20 %
Final project				25 %
I’ll give more detailed guidelines for the writing assignments as the time approaches.  Here I’m merely trying to give you a sense of what’ll be expected from you.

Participation:  A significant portion of your grade in this class (15 %) will depend on your level of participation.  Of course, in any class it’s true that what you get out of it depends rather heavily on what you put into it.  In a class like this one, it’s crucial that you are engaged in each day’s conversation because we need to learn from one another.  Ideally, if you want to earn a high participation grade, you should expect to talk during every class period, although we needn’t be legalistic about this.  In fact, I hope you’ll show up each day with questions or comments already in mind!  However, you should also realize that participation isn’t limited to talking in class, for I construe "participation" very broadly.  Thus, you can participate in this class even when you’re not talking, by listening carefully, by thinking about what’s going on, and by taking notes and jotting down your thoughts.  And you can participate outside of the classroom, too, by investing in the reading and other assignments and by getting into good conversations with your classmates, whether in the hallways or on our blog (see below).
· Now, given this understanding of participation, I can’t possibly make a fair evaluation of how you’re doing.  Thus, I’ll ask each of you to give yourself a participation grade at midterm and at the end of the course.  Note that I do reserve the right to revise your grade if it seems entirely unreasonable to me.
· Given the wide variety of activities that fall under participation, there is no neat formula that will allow you to assign yourself a grade.  However, I will give you some advice about how to do this when the time comes.  And you should keep the following points in mind from now on:
· Unexcused absences carry a lot of weight.  You should allow yourself 1 or 2 such absences for the entire semester.  Any more unexcused absences than that should lower your participation, each one dragging your grade further down.  If you miss more than 5 classes, for example, you should give yourself a C at best for participation—and that assumes you’re doing well in other areas!
· Mere attendance doesn’t get you very far.  Just showing up to class—if you’re unprepared and inattentive and falling asleep—gets you something like a D, even if you come every time.  Don’t “pay” yourself very much for just showing up if you don’t do the job.
· To get into the A or B range in participation you ought to be doing more than what’s expected, more than what the “typical” student is doing—although that doesn’t mean that only a few students in the class can earn an A in this category.  Think of it this way:  you don’t start with an A and lose ground only by messing up.  Rather, you start with a zero and gain ground only by your investment in the course.
· A final thought on participation:  I hope our classroom will become a place where critical discussion frequently and naturally takes place, where you often raise your hand to ask me a question or tell me you’re not sure I’m right about something—and I hope you do the same for each other, too.  That’s what philosophers do, you see, so I’ll be doing it to you all as well, in the hopes that we’ll become a philosophical community—the kind of community that Lewis tried to cultivate in Oxford’s The Socratic Club.  In such a community, questions or criticisms are raised not to be negative or mean-spirited or to play an egotistical game of one-upmanship.  It’s not that at all.  Rather, if we all care about ideas and we all care about truth and we all care about each other, then we ought to be willing to tell each other what we think and to respect each other’s ideas enough to give them serious consideration and do the hard work of figuring out how to respond to them.  Perhaps it seems odd to you, since you haven’t lived in the strange world of the academy as long as I have, but I see the act of raising a serious problem for what you’ve said as an act of love and respect—as a way of helping you, in fact!  I hope you can see it that way, too, at least while we’re in the classroom, where a different kind of etiquette is in play.  Let me conclude with a somewhat strained application of 1 Peter 3:15, in saying that our discussions with one another, even when critical, should be conducted “with gentleness and respect.”  This is especially important to keep in mind when talking about issues that people care very deeply and passionately about, as is the case with some of our issues.

Blog Reflections:  One of the things we’ll do this semester is to create a course blog, a place where we can interact with one another outside of class.  In part, this is a way for introverts (like me!) to participate in class.  You can post and comment on the blog any time you want, but I’ve designed a series of assignments to ensure that there’s activity on our blog.  Every two weeks you must post a substantive paragraph on the blog, for a total of eight “blog reflections.”  We’ll set Friday as the biweekly deadline, so I’ll look for submissions on or before 9/5, 9/19, 10/3, 10/17, 10/31, 11/14, 11/28, and 12/12).  I should also add that I’ll expect posts to appear during the two week period prior to the deadline, so that you can’t get them all out of the way in the first few weeks.  Your reflection should take something in Lewis’s text as the point of departure, but you should not merely summarize what he said nor should you leave Lewis behind to speculate about something else.  I’m looking for a deep engagement with his ideas here.  In general, it’s better to write about a specific chapter or paragraph rather than talking about entire works.
· You should e-mail your reflection to me at the same time you post it on the blog.  This will help me track your assignments and it means you can post other stuff on the blog if you want and I won’t assume that it’s meant to satisfy this assignment.
· You’ll get an invitation to join the blog sometime soon.  Respond to it so you can post on the blog, and let me know if you have any problems.
· You should get in the habit of reading the blog regularly.  You should see it as another part of your expected involvement in our class.  Comment on what people are saying!  It’s a way for you to show your classmates that you care about them and their ideas enough to respond.
· Your blog posts might turn out to play some role in one of your future papers for the class.  That’s perfectly fine with me, although you can’t just paste a bunch of blogs together and have a paper, of course.
· You should blog on a variety of books and essays.  So it’s no fair doing all your blogging on Narnia, for example.
· I’ll also use the blog, since it’s a way for me to point to interesting stuff that we may not get to in class.

Philosophy and Fantasy paper:  After we’ve spent some time talking about the Narnia books and some of the philosophical themes they contain, you’ll write a 4 page paper exploring one of these themes in a Narnian context.  One of the challenges here is to figure out how to do some philosophy while interacting with a narrative.  We’ll read some essays that might serve as examples of this.  You might use one of them as your point of departure, or you might simply use them as a model for a paper on a different subject altogether.  The paper will be due on Friday, September 26.

Philosophical Theology paper:  After we’ve spent some time talking our way through Lewis’s views and arguments in his more explicitly philosophical and theological work, The Problem of Pain, you’ll write a second 4 page paper.  This will be a more “straightforward” philosophical essay.  You’ll take up a particular argument Lewis advances in this book and explain and evaluate it.  It will be due on Friday, October 24.

Final project:  Your final assignment is to write a longer paper (7-8 pages or so) about some theological or philosophical theme in Lewis (and perhaps in the other Inklings as well).  All I mean to do by restricting the topics to theology or philosophy is to rule out studies of Lewis’s use of alliteration or of his correspondence from May of 1933 or…  I take it you get the point:  narrowly literary or biographical papers aren’t appropriate, although you may well find that literary or historical approaches are of great value in exploring what Lewis says on some significant topic.  You should also avoid mere summary of Lewis’s work.  This is not to be an extended book report.  I want you to engage with Lewis, but I also want you to do some serious thinking of your own.  Some ideas for topics?  The possibilities are endless, or nearly so, anyway, but here are a few candidates:  The afterlife?  Free will?  Gender?  Stories?  Evil and Suffering?  Creation?  Faith and Reason?  The Nature of God?  No doubt you can think of many more on your own.  So find a “big issue” like these and then carve out your own smaller project.  You can’t, obviously, discuss all of what Lewis has to say about evil (for example) in all of his works in just 8 pages, so you’ll need to narrow your focus.  I strongly encourage you to talk to me while choosing a topic!  In fact, I’m going to require you to submit a paragraph describing your proposed project before we leave for Thanksgiving break.  The final paper is due in my office at the end of the final exam period for our class, i.e. Tuesday, December 16, at 10:00 a.m.

A few more policies regarding the papers, in slightly smaller print but not of lesser importance:
· You must complete all three of these papers to pass this class.
· Plagiarism is a form of cheating.  It’s dishonest.  It is also a form of theft.  It is therefore a very serious moral wrong.  To put it simply, plagiarism is presenting someone else's words or ideas as if they were your own.  Plagiarism can include (a) a simple failure to mention or cite a source, (b) a paraphrase that is far too close for comfort, and (c) blatant word-for-word copying of sentences or paragraphs from either a primary or secondary source or even from another student's paper.  Cases of (c) nearly always involve bad intent, but cases of (a) and (b) may sometimes result from sloppiness or ignorance.  However, they are still serious offenses, lapses for which you will be held responsible, so make sure that your words and ideas are your own or that you're clear whose words or ideas they are and where they came from.  Where they are not your own words or ideas, make sure that you make this explicit in the appropriate way, e.g., by quotation, citation, etc.  In order to avoid some all-too-common problems with plagiarism of other sources, you must list anything you look at while writing the paper on a Works Consulted page, whether you make explicit reference to it or not.  This includes websites as well as books and articles.  Students who fail to observe these policies will be penalized, even if the cause is ignorance or negligence.  Students who intentionally plagiarize will receive a very serious penalty.  Cases of type (c) will automatically receive an F on the plagiarized assignment; especially egregious cases will receive an F for the course.  Cases of type (a) and (b) will receive a grade reduction the size of which will depend on the seriousness of the offense.  Although I’ve dealt with quite a few plagiarism cases here at NWC, we can hope that none will arise in our class, especially because it seems doubly wrong to plagiarize a paper in a class on moral issues!  You may be required to submit your papers to Turnitin.com to check for plagiarized materials.
· Obviously my main concern is with the content of your papers rather than their form.  However, errors in spelling and grammar can often prevent you from saying what you want to say clearly and effectively, especially in philosophy.  And even where they do not, they give the (hopefully mistaken) impression that you simply don’t care about your work very much.  I hope you’ll agree with me that at the college level we all ought to be able to produce written work that is relatively clean and neat.  Thus, any paper that contains more than 3 such mistakes on any given page will receive an automatic grade reduction of one step, e.g., from a B to a B-.  Proofread your papers carefully so as to turn in your best work and avoid this penalty.
· While I will nearly always accept late papers, they will generally be penalized (and the later the paper, the larger the penalty).  You should let me know if one of your papers is going to be late.  It is much easier for me to be charitable about missing a deadline if you talk to me about it beforehand.  Please know that I never mind if you ask me for an extension on a paper, but I will not give you extra time on a paper simply because you are very busy:  I assume all my students are very busy and it isn’t fair to give extra time to you without giving it to others as well.  But if you are sick or there’s a family emergency or something like that, I can almost always give you extra time.  
· If you receive a C- or below, you may rewrite your paper.  The new grade will simply be averaged with the old grade.  (Of course, if you don’t make any significant changes in your paper, you should not expect the grade to change substantially, either.)
What follows is a tentative and incomplete schedule of events.  It’s under construction.  I may move things, or add things, or subtract things.  I don’t want us to be committed to a schedule that we have to keep no matter what; I want our exploration to be more fluid and flexible than that.  I don’t want us to worry about “falling behind” or to make a desperate attempt to “catch up.”  So please don’t let this possible itinerary of our journey become the source of such anxiety.  Just take a look to get a sense of the various stages of our exploration of C. S. Lewis.

Day	What we’ll do in class			Reading assignment (S) = posted on Synapse

Fantasy and Philosophy

W 8/27	Introductory discussion
F 8/29	Jack’s Life				Read The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (1st half)
	
M 9/1	The architect of Narnia			Read The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (2nd half)
W 9/3	Narnian epistemology			Read “Trusting Lucy” (S) and other Narnia novel (1st half)
 F 9/5	The atonement				Read “The Atonement in Narnia” (S) and other Narnia novel (2nd half)

M 9/8	Narnian moments				Read The Last Battle (1st half) and “Religion and Rocketry” (S)
W 9/10	Narnian moments				Read The Last Battle (2nd half) and “Myth Became Fact” (S)	
F 9/12	Religious diversity				Read “Worthy of a Better God” (S)
	
M 9/15 	God and evil in Narnia			Read “Aslan the Terrible” (S)	
W 9/17	God and evil in Middle-earth			Read “Tolkien and the Nature of Evil” (S) and Lewis on Tolkien (S)
F 9/19	Morality in Middle-earth			Read “The Rings of Tolkien and Plato” (S) and pp. 81-84 from 
Tolkien’s essay “On Fairy-Stories” (S)

Philosophical Theology

M 9/22	Lewis & natural theology I			Read The Problem of Pain, Chapter 1 
W 9/24	Lewis & natural theology II			Read Wielenberg, pp. 56-120 (S)
F 9/26	Divine power and human freedom		Read The Problem of Pain, Chapter 2

M 9/29	Divine and human goodness 			Read The Problem of Pain, Chapter 3
W 10/1	Human wickedness				Read The Problem of Pain, Chapter 4
F 10/3	The Fall					Read The Problem of Pain, Chapter 5

M 10/6	God and human suffering			Read The Problem of Pain, Chapters 6-7
W 10/8	Hell					Read The Problem of Pain, Chapter 8
F 10/10 	Animal suffering				Read The Problem of Pain, Chapter 9

M 10/13	Heaven					Read The Problem of Pain, Chapter 10
W 10/15	Shadowlands 1				Read Wielenberg, pp. 7-55 (S)	 			
F 10/17	Shadowlands 2				Read A Grief Observed

Midterm Break

Love and Friendship

W 10/22	Liking					Read The Four Loves (pp. 1-30)
F 10/24	Affection					Read The Four Loves (pp. 31-56)

M 10/27	Friendship				Read The Four Loves (pp. 57-90) and Jensen’s talk (S)
W 10/29	Eros					Read The Four Loves (pp. 91-115) and Plato passage (S)
F 10/31	Charity					Read The Four Loves (pp. 116-141) and Augustine passage (S)

M 11/3	Myth Retold I				Read Till We Have Faces (pp. 3-76)
W 11/5	Myth Retold II				Read Till We Have Faces (pp. 77-153)
F 11/7	Myth Retold III				Read Till We Have Faces (pp. 154-225)

M 11/10	Myth Retold IV				Read Till We Have Faces (pp. 226-309)


Charles Williams

W 11/12	The Theology of Charles Williams		Read A Descent Into Hell (pp. 9-75)
F 11/14	Descent I					Read A Descent Into Hell (pp. 76-125)

M 11/17	Descent II				Read A Descent Into Hell (pp. 126-175)
W 11/19	Descent III				Read A Descent Into Hell (pp. 176-222)

Theological Fantasy or Fantastic Theology?

F 11/21	Human nature through heaven’s eyes I		Read The Great Divorce (pp. vii-49)

M 11/24	Human nature through heaven’s eyes II		Read The Great Divorce (pp. 51-95)

Thanksgiving break

M 12/1	Human nature through heaven’s eyes III	Read The Great Divorce (pp. 97-146)
W 12/3	Human nature through hell’s eyes I		Read The Screwtape Letters (pp. ix-52)
F 12/5	Human nature through hell’s eyes II		Read The Screwtape Letters (pp. 53-103)

M 12/8	Human nature through hell’s eyes III		Read The Screwtape Letters (pp.105-157)
W 12/10	Human nature through hell’s eyes IV		Read The Screwtape Letters (pp. 159-209)			
F 12/12	Open					Open	

Finals week
















Answers to the fake quiz on p. 2:

Fill in the blank:  	Golg	  is the name of the gnome we meet in Chapter 14 of The Silver Chair.  

Glundandra is another name for the planet Saturn.  False.  Glundandra is another name for the planet Jupiter.  Saturn is known as Lurga.  See Lewis’s Out of the Silent Planet.




Having fun?  Turn the page….
The following is from www.mcsweeneys.net
IKEA PRODUCT
OR LORD OF THE RINGS
CHARACTER? 
BY CALEY FELDMAN
- - - -
1. Faramir
2. Freden
3. Grundtal
4. Boromir
5. Molger
6. Galdor
7. Freda
8. Agerum
9. Babord
10. Frodo
11. Grima
12. Akurum
13. Brunkrissla
14. Sultan Högbo
15. Deagol
16. Grimbold 








Lord of the Rings characters: 1, 4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 15, 16.
Ikea products: 2, 3, 5, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14. 
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